Solid Ground believes poverty is solvable, that people know best what they need, and that
they should be involved in decisions that affect their lives. We conduct a Community Needs
Assessment once every three years to listen to and honor input from people we serve, and to collaborate
with partners to ensure our services support people to create the lives they want to live.

Three goals of this work:
1) Identify how well the needs of people living on low incomes are being met
2) Identify barriers that limit our effectiveness
3) Develop recommendations to enhance our community’s ability to address these challenges
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Gender & Poverty

In Seattle in 2017, 53.3% of people who live under the federal poverty line identified as women, up from
50.4% in 2014. Nationally, 55.4% of people living in poverty identified as women. The US Census is limited in
its ability to provide information on individuals whose identities do not fit into the gender binary (i.e., men
and women). In 2015, the National Center for Transgender Equality reported that 28% of transgender people
in our state lived in poverty, 14% were unemployed, and 37% experienced homelessness at some point. Of
those, 33% avoided staying in a shelter because of fear of mistreatment due to their gender.
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Top Community-Identified Needs

(Ranked by the percentage of respondents who identified each need.)




